314                           STRESEMANN

he had expected something worse. He it was who,
when the wave of indignation had somewhat died
down, used his good offices with Zaleski and soothed
the ruffled feelings of the Assembly.

This incident at Lugano brought Stresemann the
reputation of a strong man, and much increased his
popularity at home, a popularity that persisted, inas-
much as this " cleansing storm," thanks to Briand's
astuteness, had no unpleasant consequences.

In the next few months politics disappeared for a
while from the world stage and gave place to the
industrial experts. In February the great Reparations
Conference was opened in Paris and held the world in
suspense. The course of the negotiations seemed to
justify the scepticism of those who uttered a warning
against premature settlement. The Conference made
no progress. The report of the Agent for Repara-
tions, which a German representative in Paris, who was
intimately acquainted with the Reparations question,
predicted would have catastrophic consequences for
Germany, insensibly dominated the negotiations and
defined the attitude of the American representatives.
When Schacht came back to Berlin to report progress,
he bitterly complained that the Americans had left
the German negotiators in the lurch, and Stresemann
could not withhold the malicious retort that Herr
Schacht had himself pressed for the appointment of
Owen Young, from whom he had expected vigorous
support.

In April the Paris Conference had reached a dead-
lock. Stresemann followed the negotiations with
anxious impatience. Now that a solution of the
Reparations question had been made a preliminary to a